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The Vale of Evesham school is a generic, special academy school for pupils aged 4 – 19, we 

have 184 on role and have a residential provision for 15 pupils who board Monday – Friday. 

We support children with severe, complex, profound and moderate learning difficulties with a 

wide range of additional needs including:  

• Autism,  

• Sensory Impairments 

• Physical disabilities  

• Communication difficulties  

• Behavioural difficulties 

• Social, emotional and mental health needs 

SEND Provision  

Cognition and learning -  the school has a curriculum modified to meet the needs of pupils 

who face a wide range of barriers to their learning. Classrooms are equipped with a range of 

specialist and adapted equipment to meet pupils’ needs, for example hoists and bathroom 

management areas. As well as small group learning, supported by a high staff to pupil ratio, 

individual interventions/timetables are used where necessary. We offer all pupils quality first 

teaching. Staff are experienced in developing appropriate adaptations in order to enable all 

pupils to access the curriculum, and, for older pupils, exam board qualifications. The whole 

school provision environment is wheelchair friendly and accessible to all pupils with all pupils 

being fully included in the life of the school. 

Curriculum  

The school has 4 Phases: Early Years, First School, Middle School and High School. In First 

School pupils are taught by a class teacher and have regular opportunities for child-initiated 

learning, where appropriate. In Middle School the young people are taught by some subject 

specialist teachers. In High School most pupils follow accredited programmes and are taught 

by specialist teachers. Our residential team work closely with day staff, to be able to provide 

a 24 hour curriculum enabling our young people to develop their communication, 

independence and social skills – to become happy and confident individuals. 

Pupils in First, Middle and High School follow one of the following curriculum pathways, 

depending on their learning needs – Formal, Semi-formal or Complex. 

Vale of Evesham school adopts a quality first teaching model and has its own creative 

curriculum devised to meet the specific needs of our pupils. The curriculum provides 

opportunities for active learning and encourages independence. There is a wide range of 

technological support to enable pupils to learn effectively such as Eye Gaze, Switches, and 

a wide range of programmes and apps for various subjects and activities. Vale of Evesham 

school has a sensory room and there are several adaptions in rooms to support learning, 

e.g. cookers and sinks that lift up and down and tables that are height adjustable in the 

science laboratory. The school has well-equipped classrooms and specialist facilities which 

include a Food Technology room, Science laboratory, music and dance studio, gym and 

Sensory room. 

 

 



 

 

Our Curriculum Aims To: 

• Promote independence and a love of learning 
• Maximise the individual's potential and develop a level of resilience. 
• Offer a wide breadth, balance, relevance, differentiation, progression and continuity 

that is suited to each learner. 
• Address the needs and requirements of each pupil’s Education, Health and Care 

Plan (EHCP). This may require specific modifications of, or dis-applications from, 
various National Curriculum requirements 

• Provide a stimulating and engaging learning environment which promotes effective 
learning and enables the pupil to experience a sense of enjoyment and achievement 
throughout their school career 

• Our curriculum runs 24 hours a day for those in residential provision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff expertise  

All staff at the school have experience of working with children with SEN; those new to the 

profession are closely guided and supported to enable them to develop their expertise. 

Individual staff have their own specialisms enabling the school to offer a broad spectrum of 

specialist support. As a school we have a comprehensive programme of professional 

development ensuring that staff are equipped to help the children make the most progress 

possible. In particular staff are skilled in early years approaches and maintaining the 

emotional well-being of children. Additionally staff have expertise in the specific qualifications 

/ strategies that we use in school, eg PECs, Signalong, manual handling, TEACCH, 

Rebound Therapy, Sensory Diet, Play therapy, TISUK, Attention Autism, Intensive 

Interaction, hydro and eye gaze. We have a pastoral team that work in helping children 

understand their emotions and help give them strategies to manage their own behaviour 

effectively.  

Our Special School Outreach Service provides an important function for the children with 

complex Special Educational Needs (SEN) within the county. The service provides support 

to mainstream nursery provisions, where the setting staff require significant support due to 

the complexity of need. Outreach supports children who are unable to access a specialist 

nursery assessment. Providers are required to offer developmental support, to raise quality 

standards within nurseries in respect of SEN and to inform Worcestershire Children First of 

the level of support required on entry into school. 

 

Residential Provision – Blossom House 

 Blossom House is our residential provision. It comprises of 3 suites, Sunflower, Poppy and 

Bluebell Suite catering for 15 weekly boarders aged between 8 – 19 years of age. 

 Our team are experienced, dedicated professionals who work to provide consistency and 

continuity for each individual, in order to meet their educational, social, health and 

emotional/behavioural needs in order to reach their full potential. 

The team work closely with day staff, to be able to provide a 24-hour curriculum enabling our 

young people to develop their communication, independence and social skills – to become 

happy and confident individuals. 

The blossom house team work closely with the families of our young people, we find this is 

essential in meeting all of the needs of the individual. 

We work with other professionals such as Speech & Language, Physiotherapists, 

Paediatricians, Psychologists and Social Services to ensure a trans- disciplinary approach. 

The residential accommodation is decorated and furnished to be as homely as possible.  

Our young people are encouraged to personalise their bedrooms with a choice of colour and 

any personal belongings they wish to bring from home such as bedding, posters, family 

photos or toys. 

• Accommodation 

The accommodation comprises of three suites: 

Sunflower suite has six bedrooms in total, a walk in shower, a bathroom and a social area. 

Poppy Suite has four bedrooms in total, a bathroom, separate toilet and a social area. 

Bluebell suite has five rooms in total, bathroom, shower room, separate toilets and a social 

area. 



All of the social areas are central to the suite and have a large family table as well as a 

comfy seating area which allows the children and young people to participate in group 

activities or simply to socialise and relax. 

 

Statutory Assessment 

 Children are identified as meeting the school’s admission criteria following statutory 

assessment through an Education, Health and Care Plan. Occasionally children join the 

school prior to this process following a referral from an educational psychologist and will join 

the school on assessment. All children at the school are in the process of or have an 

Educational, Health and Care Plan.  Special schools are not required to have a named 

SENCO as all teachers are carrying out the usual duties the role covers. Here at Vale of 

Evesham school the Head Teacher takes the lead on the assessment and review process 

including annual review meetings and referrals to other services where needed. 

Funding 

The school receives funding for each child in the school and then a ‘top-up’ according to 

their needs distributed by Worcestershire County Council. The amount each child receives is 

determined by their Education, Health and Care plan. Details of top –up funding and the 

assessment process is explained in more detail in Worcestershire’s Local Offer on their 

website. 

Pupil contribution  

Pupils are asked to contribute their views, where possible, to their Annual Review. Pupils are 

regularly asked to self-assess their learning to decide if they should move on or keep 

practising a particular skill. The School Council is regularly consulted on a range of relevant 

matters and is involved in the appointment of new staff.  The School Council is asked to 

contribute to decisions about extra equipment or activities to ensure a high level of pupil 

interest and engagement. 

Assessing pupils with SEND / Monitoring and Reviewing  

All school age pupils attending Vale of Evesham school have an education, health and care 

plan (EHCP). These are reviewed annually to ensure their needs are assessed and 

accurately met. Parent and pupil voice are an integral part of the review cycle. 

Vale of Evesham use Evidence 4 Learning (E4L) across the whole school provision including 

residential to gather evidence of pupils work along with some workbooks depending on the 

curriculum strand.  This software is also used in conjunction with Insights to analyse pupil 

progression. Pupils’ academic work is reviewed half termly with work scrutiny carried out by 

senior management team. We have a monitoring cycle including learning walks, lesson visits 

and deeps dives which look a range of areas linked to the school improvement plan. Pupil 

progress is monitored twice yearly using Insights and shared with SLT and governors. Pupil 

progress can be accessed at any point in the year as needed. In the EYFS pupil progression 

meetings are held termly with SLT as part of EYFS supervision. We discuss short term 

targets (ILIs) with parents and send a copy home every term.  

Alongside teacher assessment we use our own Vale of Evesham School framework to 

assess the children. In Early years they follow the EYFS early support, semi-formal/ formal is 

V-Levels and NC levels and for those on the Complex curriculum it is VOE Routes. All of this 

is accessed and used through E4L and Insights. Residential have their own framework to 

follow and gather evidence on E4L. 



Vale of Evesham is part of the Central Learning Partnership Trust. Trustees meet regularly 

with leaders in school to support them and also monitor performance. The school has a 

proactive Governing Body who know the school well and challenge the leadership team to 

ensure that children are making enough progress. Evidence for this includes pupil attainment 

data, success in individual targets and observations of learning and teaching.  All aspects of 

the school are monitored for effectiveness in a range of ways including through pupil, parent, 

staff, governor and professional consultation as well as external review. 

 

Consulting with pupils and parents  

Teachers and Senior Leadership Team members will often make a telephone call home if 

they wish to consult quickly with a parent/carer or may use the text messaging system. 

There is regular written and email contact between school staff and parents, alongside the 

use of online platforms such as class dojo to keep in touch with parents. We are developing 

the use of Evidence 4 Learning and use of this with parents. 

For more formal consultation, there are Parents’ Evenings three times a year, Annual 

Reviews, Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) meetings and for older children, a ‘Life 

Beyond School event where parents, carers and pupils can access information about 

possible destinations after Vale of Evesham. Where necessary, Team Around the Child or 

Child in Need meetings are also facilitated to support multidisciplinary team working and 

promote the health, wellbeing and education of individual pupils. Parents are also consulted 

through questionnaires. 

Informal activities for parents include coffee mornings, concerts and productions and end of 

term activities.  

Involving key stakeholders  

The Governing Body are supportive of the involvement of all other agencies including: 

paediatricians, school nurse, physiotherapy, Speech and Language Therapists (SaLT), 

Occupational Therapists (OT’s), Learning Disability social care team and NHS colleagues 

who contribute to meeting the needs of its pupils. We work closely with our Early Intervention 

Family Support Worker. 

Vale of Evesham school are keen to continue to offer facilities for professionals to work on-

site and our policy and practice is to invite all relevant agencies to contribute to pupils’ 

EHCP’s. Vale of Evesham school is fortunate to have close and supportive links with local 

businesses and charities. 

Evaluating effectiveness  

The Governors and Senior Leadership Team use a number of different approaches to 

ensure that the education and care provided for Vale of Evesham pupils is effective. The 

school has a school improvement plan that the whole school community contributes to. 

The school carries out rigorous evaluation of teaching and learning, whole school pupil 

progress, personal development and welfare, and leadership and management. This is 

reported  in the School’s Self-Evaluation Framework document and School IP software. The 

evaluation is carried out in consultation with the Governing Body and considers the views of 

parents, Ofsted and any external consultant views. 

 

 

 



Transition support 

All admissions are via Worcestershire Children First SEND Services. For further detailed 

information please see the Admissions section of our school website. 

Pupils may join Vale of Evesham school during an academic year and plans are made for 

phased induction visits, where possible. It is usual that all professionals involved with a child 

would be consulted about the child’s needs with regards to specialist equipment, etc. When 

transferring between phases at Vale of Evesham, pupils have orientation visits to their new 

classrooms and class teacher before the fulltime transfer; there is very close liaison between 

class staff.  

If staff feel that the needs of a pupil could be better met elsewhere, they will do everything 

possible to support parents/carers in accessing more appropriate provision. Equally, if a 

parent wished to move their child to a different organisation, Vale of Evesham staff will do all 

they can to facilitate a move. Provision is monitored through annual review meetings.  

The curriculum at Post-16 is devised to enable all young people in Key Stage 5 to 

experience life in the community, take part in work experience and, where appropriate, to 

access local college in a supported way. There are established, weekly links with local 

colleges. Our Independent Living Skills such as cooking and going shopping are developed 

as appropriate alongside skills such as travel training and functional Maths and English. Vale 

of Evesham school have a Career Advisor who works closely with young people and families 

to develop transition plans and appropriate next steps for pupils. 

 

Family Support 

At Vale of Evesham School, we work closely with families under our Early Help Offer as well 

as signposting and access to other outside agencies. Our Pastoral team and family support 

worker form part of our Early Help Offer, to support families in a range of ways to meet 

identified and ongoing needs.  

 

Children and young people in care  

Our Designated Teacher (Kate Jasper)  supports children and young people in care through 

regular PEP meetings. All staff work to ensure that all children, including those who are 

looked after or disadvantaged have a positive, purposeful and successful time in school. 

Handling complaints  

If parents/carers are unhappy with any aspect of provision at Vale of Evesham school they 

should follow CLPT’s complaints procedure, available on the school website, or consult the 

Chair of Governors. 

 


